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incscicn t 


the SVN {S) 


^ _ re P r?s? -‘ s ii3 ~ '’set Cong (VC)/ Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

significant incidents have been the subject of Rational policy 
uclieeratior.s. :se Joint Chiefs of Utaff desire to review past actions 
? n . i ’. r * 0 , SU0, ' C " £ ° r ‘ r * C:; their current views rod recommendations. 

:»>c concept ci reprisal against tbs DRV appeared in NS .A jVI 233, 
•_o.ted 17 „..irca *>M. "ant hUAM. recogninedthc DRV as the instigator, 
tec- motivating sac sustaining fores behind the VC and considered 

reprisals only oy Government of Vieraara <CYN) forces against Ido rth 
Vietnam. 


2, VC/DRV deliberate actions against US personnel and forces have 
increased. For a compilation of the 1964 incidents, see Appendix- A. 

^ 3. a«bcequent to attacks against' US Navy destroyers in the Tonkin 
Celt, .NbAivt 314, dated 10 September 1 964, ordered preparedness to 
respond against the DRV in the event of any attack on US units or any 
special DRV/ VC action against South Vietnam (SVK). On I Mover »bc? 
196e-, a mortar attack against the 3 ten Moa Airfield resulted in the 
loss of a parnon cf a USAF 3-37 sous dr on and the death of four US 
military personnel and the wounding of 72. A recent act — the bombing 
<s£ tne B?n.< .fcCw in eaigon on 24 December -- killed two US personnel 
ana wounded 64 US arid 43 Vietnamese. 

4 * The Chiefs of Staff by JCn.VI-y33-£4, dated 4 November 

196 : », recommended strong reprisal actions be taken against the DRV 
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APPENDIX 


COMPILATION OP VIET CONG TERRORIST AND HARASSMENT 
ACTIONS SPECIFICAL' RECTSD AGAINST u'S 
PERSONNEL AND J. .RATIONS IN 1964 


Incident 

Place 

Da te 

KIA/WlA 

Damage 

VC Entry of MAAG 
Compound 

Kent urn 

3 Feb 64 

2 US wounded 

Unk 

Attempted ambush of 
US Convoy between 
Pleiku and Kontum 

Pj.eiku 

31 Jen 64 

Unk 

Unk 

Explosion in bar 

Saigon 

7 Feb 64 

6 US injured 

Unk 

2 bombs exploded 
under bleachers 
(Pershing Field) 

Saigon 

9 Feb* 64 

2 US killed 
23 US injured 

Unk 

Explosion against 
wall of US offi- 
cers ‘ quarters 

Blen Hoa 

5-12 Feb 
64 

None 

Unk 

Grenade exploded in 
ship 

My Tho 

5-12 Feb 
64 

2 US injured 

Unk 

US Movie Thea ter 
attach 

Saigon 

16 Feb 64 

3 US killed 
35 US injured 

Theater 

heavily 

damaged 

Grenade thrown at Saigon 

Intelligence 
team guard near 
US officer quarters 

12-19 Feb 
64 

1 US injured 

Unk 

Explosive charge 
on wall of MAAG 
NCO quarters 

Long An 

26 Feb- 
4 Mar 64 

None 

Unk 

2 incidents - sniper Da Nang 
fire at US vehicles 

16-21 Mar 
64 

Unk 

Unk 

6 incidents - fire 
at USMC Compound 
Bomb thrown in 
USN bus 

Da Nang 
Af Id 
Saigon 

16-21 Mar 
20 Mar 64 

Unk 

( bomb • 
did not 
explode) 

Unk 

None 

Sniper fire at US 
guard 5c compound 

Da Na ng 
Af la 

6 Apr 64 

None 

None 

Grenade thrown at 
US vehicle 

Kien Hoa 

3 Apr 64 

2 US wounded 

None 

Grenade thrown into 
US bus 

Saigon 

18 Apr 64 

2 US wounded 

Bus 


slightly 

damaged 
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Incident 

Place 

Grenade throvm in 
Hotel 

Vinh Binh 

Fired on USOM Jeep 

Khanh Ho a 

Grenade thrown into 
Bangalo Club in 
Rach Gia 

Kien Giang 

Sniper fired on USMC 
Compound 

Quang Nan 

VC mined USNS Card 
at Pier 

Saigon 

Grenade throvm at 
US personnel 

Saigon 

Grenade throvm at 1)3 
officer, in of- 
ficer billets at 
Rach C.ia 

Kien Giang 

VC fired on USMC 
Compound 

Quang Nan 

VC fired on USMC 
Compound 

Quang Nan 

Grenade thrown into 
OSSF Mess Hall 

Pleiku .. 

Kidnapped 2 US 
Marines 

Quang Nan 

Bombing near BOQ 

Saigon 

Fired on US Navy 
Engineers 

Quang Tri 

Bombing of Air Viet- 
nam Office 

Tan Son 
Nhut 
Afld 

Bombed theater 

Saigon 

Explosive throvm 
at US officer 

Saigon 

Grenade thrown at 

Saigon 


US Embassy 

(did not detonate) 

Bombing of US truck DaNang 


Date 

KIA/WIA 

Damage 

11 Apr 64 

3 US wounded 

Unk 

' .. ...vr 64 

1 US wounded 

Jeep 
damage cl 

26 Apr 64 

3 US wounded 

Unk 

2? Apr 64 

1 US wounded 

None 

1 May 64 

None 

Ship 
sank 
but was 
sal- 
vaged 

2 May 64 

8 US wounded 

None 

2-9 May 64 

1 US injured 

Unk 

6 May 6* 

None 

None 

10 May 64 

1 US wounded 

None 

10 May 64 

3 US wounded 

Unk 

6 Jun 64 

2 US kid- 
napped 

None 

10 Jun 64 
19 Jun 64 

None Minor- 

to guard 
gate 

1 US wounded None 

26 Jun 64 

2 US injured 

Building 
wall & 
roof 

27 Jun 64 

None 

Unk 

2 Jul 64 

2 US injured 

None 

6 Jul 64 

None 

None 

20 Jul 64 

None 

2 \ ton 

truck 

damaged 
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Incident 

Place 

Date 

KIA/v/IA 

Dama •: 

Placed trip wires 
across airstrip 

Kien Giang 

21 Jul 64 

1 US wounded 

Unk 

Fired on US jeep 

Pleiku 

15 Jul 64 

1 US wounded 

None 

Explosive thrown 
at US personnel 

Cholon 

31 Jul 64 

US none (6 
Vietnamese 

None 




wounded) 


Vietnamese Nightclub Saigon 
bombed 

1 Aug 64 

7 US injured 

Unk 

Kidnapped USOM Rep 

Phu Yen 

3 Aug 64 

1 US kidnapped None 

Plastic bomb ex- 
ploded on 

My Tho 

12 Aug 64 

5 US wounded 

None 

bicycle 



3 US killed 


Sniper Fire 

Thua Thien 

21 Aug 64 

1 US advisor 
killed 

None 

Grenade thrown at 
US truck 

Saigon 

26 Aug 64 

None 

None 

Caravelle Hotel 
Bombing 

Saigon 

25 Aug 64 

1 US wounded 

Exter 

sive 

damaf 





to 5t 
floor 

Fired on communi- 
cation team 

Da Nang 

2 Sep 64 

None 

None 

Explosion near MACV 
admin bldg. 

Bac Lien ✓ 

1 Sep 64 

None 

None 

Grenade thrown into 
movie theater 

Kien Hoa 

4 Sep 64 

3 US wounded 

Unk 

Harassing fire on 
MACV Compound 

Vinh Long 

23 Sep 64 

None 

Unk 

Grenade thrown in 
USOM Jeep 

Binh Duong 

25 Sep 64 

1 US killed 

Jeep 



1 US wounded 

Damage 

Grenade thro wn at 
US in cycle cab 

Vinh Binh 

10-17 Oct 
64 

2 US injured 

None 

Sniper fire at US 
correspondent 

Binh Long 

18 Oct 64 

1 US civilian 
wounded 

None 

Grenade exploded 
in bar 

Vung Tan 

17 Oct 64 

1 US injured 

Unk 

VC apprehended with 
bomb on pier 

Saigon 

30 Oct 64 

None 

Unk 


near US ship 
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incident 


KIA/V/IA 


Mortar fire at 
US aircraft 


Bier, Hoa 
Af Id 


1 Nov 64 4 US killed 5 3-57 

72 US irv-.-'oe test;,.; 

1 - 


dest(US) 
3 H-43 
dam(US) 


Grenade thrown at 
US personnel 

Sedec 

S 

Nov 

64 

None 


None 

Bombed snack bar 
at Tan Son Nhut 

Sa igon 

18 

Nov 

64 

18 US 

woundc 

Major 

damage 

Grenade thrown at 
US vehicle 

Da Nang 

21 

Nov 

64 

None 


Jeep 
dest . 

Grenade thrown at 
USOM guest house 

Saigon 

27 

Nov 

64 

None 


None 

Grenade thrown 
near US Advi- 
sory Kq 

Tra Vinh 

5 

Dec 

64 

2 US 

injured 

None 

Explosion in bar 

Saigon 

12 

Dec 

64 

1 US 

injured 

Unk 

Attack near 5th 
Div Advisory 
Det. Billets 

Binh Duong 

14 

Dec 

64 

3 us 

injured 

Unk 

Brink Hotel Bombed 

Saigon 

J0 

24 

Dec 

64 

2 US 
64 US 

killed 

wounded 

Exten- 

sive 

damage 

Hotel 

now 

unoccu 

pied 

Grenade thrown 

into restaurant 

Kien Koa 

27 

Dec 

64 

5 US 

wounded 

Unk 
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APPENDIX B 


Resume of Reprisal Actions in Southeast Asia 


The attached is a resume of reprisal actions which are 
available for rapid response to VC/DRV provocative acts in 
Southeast Asia. Certain judgments ana interpretations have 
oeen used in determining the strike forces available and 
reaction times. For example, the USAF forces listed as 
available with a 12 hour reaction time is dependent on CINCPAC 
initiating deployment of certain of these forces from Clark 
Air Base to Southeast Asia immediately following receipt of 
information that an incident has occurred. Likewise, it is 
recognized that the mix of aircraft in CVAs varies with the 
mission assigned and the size of the CVA itself, so an 
''average 1 ' complement has been used for the CVA strike forces. 
The resume includes the latest sortie figures for DRV targets, 
based on recent weaponeering studies conducted by CINCPAC. 
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vs reprisal actions 

ACTION 1 - Re prisal Against 70 Provr - oar-lons (McNamara 
30 No'/'bu.’ . Applies specifically to " cions as* distin- 
guished from .DR 7 actions which . are .->d . Recognises 

‘at ions in nature % of provocation , .. consequent. lv ox' 

opriate response ) „ VNA.F participation prescribed, 
s an appropriate shopping list of 'reprisal targets - 
argets in 94 target list, south ct the 19 th parallel. 

Annex A for targets) •'"Us recoastended. air strikes on 
ei # 36 , Vit Thu Lu Barracks =3 reprisal for 70 attack 
rink 3CQ, (-JC3M-- 1076-54 , dated SB December 19o4) 


IT ION T . ICS Outline Plan .'CCS 001367 DIG I -pi of 
b-J_, One day strike; 6 hour reaction time; VNAr parti- 
tion provided: 5 targets - ail south of the 19 th parallel 
FAC- comments (OINJPAO 1819442 Nov 64) incorporated. 


FLAX/ S TF.XXE/3A F 
ESTIMATED 
SORTIES 


■ns Hoi Barrack; 


(VNAF supported by PACAF) 
Vit Thu Lu Barracks 
Chap Le Barracks 
Vinh Supply Be pot E 
Ben Thuy Fort 


‘ COMMENTS . 

O Up p O X - -• S jc j~i/ V^C'-a 

7 Z staging, area.- 
Supports .ini' i 1 tra t losr , 
Cmd/Cont He for FL/70. 
Port for Vinhx. 


CT ION 3 . LeSotc Patrol Reprisals {CINOFAC 2802102: 

UfT . US unilateral punitive strikes against TRV’iih 
isal for attacks on DeSotc Patrol. Forces prepositiohed 
patrol initiated. Four target options. Options IA 
3 (one strike day each)., responding to attacks 
Iting in little or no damage to DeSotc Pa-trol- unit.- 
ons II A and II B (two -Strike days each) ^ re spending to 
cks resulting in significant damage to or loss of life ■ 
BeSoto Patrol unit. ‘ CIMCPAO -prepared' 'to conduct air 
kes on remainder of 94 targets in DRV. (See Annex' 3 
target options) 

• ACTION 4, Reco mmended Reprisals to 71 Attack on Bien Hoa : . 
(-TC'SVi-933- ot..j dated 4 November 1964) 

a, within i -- 36 hours ; 

,(l) Conduct air strikes on the following targets in- 
Laos : 
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T IT # KAM I- SORTIES , 

3 Tehspons B&rr^oks 4 Supports 3L/?:.C* 

8 1."C-i'isp0it6 mal Area 4 Suvoorts Pi / ,t , 

LS Ban They rill Area Staging supply area fcr 

5 Nape Highway Bridge 8 Key ‘bridge "on ‘ supply 

I?Ou"CJS irilv ’ R'£0 (D j 

Ban Ken Bridge,, Rt-e ?* 38 Key bridge on Hie'?, 

Main supply route. DRY 
into North Laos 

* -ins bridge was destroyed on 12 January 1$65« To *ce restruck 
if restored, 

. (2) Conduct low level recce of infiltration targets in KvlJ 
south of 19th parallel, . 

(3) Land Marine Special Landing Force at 3a Nang, 

(4) Airlift Army or Marine units from Okinawa to Saigon/'rs.n 

Son Nhut/Bien Koa area* . 

(5) Evacuate US dependents from Saigon concurrently with 
strikes below, 

b, Vlitfeia 60-72 hours conduct night strike, ons 

6 Pfcue Yen Airfield 3> 5 ' 3-52s from Guam® 

c. At nest first light conduct sir strikes against BE7 targets § 


ESTIMATED 

i -i. o 


3 

Tchepone Bar 

r/.cks 

4 

8 

I'Chepoue i'ial 

i3/ 

zi 

19 

Ban They Mil 

Area 


CO 

Nape Highway 

Bridge 

8 

- 

Ban Ken Bril 

ge,. Rte 7* 

.38 

&• 

<> ,“1 tv -C h 

Wc;, 

*? *'* c “rr>*rt r f- /**. * : *>o .-S’ 

s destroyed on 

12 O'; 


TGT # 


name 

Phue Yen Airfield 


FLAK/ STRIKE 
ESTIMATED 
SORTIES 


COMMENTS 

Daylight 'follow-up 
attack to above.. 


3 

Hanoi Gia Lam Airfield 

56 

XT C] 

5sJ»i> 

8 

Haiphong Cat BA Airfield 

30 

A* 

be? 

48 

Haiphong POL Storage 

48 

VJB 

49 

Hanoi POL Storage 

-■ 0 

•JS 

36 

Tit Thu Lu Barracks 

32 

VNAF 


d, CAP* photo recce, and SAR as appropriate 


<TJ A*. j nm - - 


i A ■*’ 1 ‘p 
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ss ca s g - sensitive 


"N^ry] jf' 

i :.:, 1 )( 


•V'* - 


24 

33 


s' 

yo 

tQ 

0 © 


Vip Thu Lu Ba 
Vi nil Barracks 
39 Chap L© Barracks 
41/42 ?hu Van Aoao Depot S 6*23 
-.cm Bang Amo a g cot 


ANNEX 

A TO A.??3X 

’DIN 3 

;th Parall 

-'.OiLv-./ia’.n Li„ 

SSlSHiVnS 

803SX33 

as 

3 V co:a 

N racl:a 

40 

Also Div 

■aeks 

:>£ 

Probable : 


op • 

"i *« ^ 

'»* *..*«• O <•** W-. -J. m 


64 


52 

53 

b5 


Vinh Array Supply Depot E 
Fhu Van Supply Depot SS 
Vinh Son Supply Depot SU 


100 

52 

130 

112 

»sQ 

VU 

43 

12 

12 


(P02 
lo 


s \3lz) 

T, < 


SO Rout© 9 

4 Dong Koi Airfield 

5 Vinh Airfield 
71 Ben Thuy Port- 
74 Quang Eh© Naval Base 

Additional Targets South of IS ta Parallel 

1 *" - I ki ■ « ■ mt mm m\, i m m in ■ « m i m WMKdM 

1 ‘ 

32 Vu Cor. Arrsy Barracks 10 

71. I Phuc Lei Naval Base 7 


^'5 


/“I ^ 
«V«*V 


£5 


* 4 -V ay O 

53 aroa 
Hqs nilihary eogloa XV 

Etajor depot. 

Supports" ?L forces 
In r, pan v ?.ndlo" . 


Haia supply route into 
southern I-aos and snu 
Closes'4 sai'fioia to 
Svi'J jot fighter capable. 
Capable of recovering 
Jet -fighters. 

Vinh’s port, probable . 

naval base . 

Can repair SNATOVJs ... 


Strike sorties only. 
Gon^utod for $4 Tsrf,eb 
Study. fcJill 'oq recom- 
puted end lat©£vatcd • 
Into 0 PLANS by C2NCPAC. 


91 Route Arsed Recce Rte 12 17 (per irk) 

NO TBS $ 1/ CAP, SAB and photo, recce as repaired. 
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ANNEX 3 TO APPENDIX B 
DeSoto Patrol Reprisals 
Option I A - One Strike Day 



FLAX/ STRIKE/ CAP 




ESTIMATED 

EXPECTED 

TC-T 

X NAT-1E 

SORTIES 

DAMAGE LEVEL 

6 

Phuo Yen Airfield 

88 

A/C “90/ 

48 

Haiphong POL 

52 

Storage units-; 

49 

Hanoi POL 

20 

Storage units-; 

69 

Hon Gay Port 

137 

Facilities --40^ 

72 

Port Wallut 

99 

Facilities -40/ 

3 

Hanoi C-ia Lam Airfield 

8 

Armed Recce 

n 

O 

Haiphong Cat 3i Airfield 

8 

Armed Recce 

Opti 

on I 3 - One Strike Day 



36 

Vit Thu Lu Barracks 

36 

90/ 

39 

Chap Le Barracks 

56 

70/ 

52 

64 

Vinh Supply Depot E 
Xom Bang Ammo Depot 

60 

120 

50/ 

70/ 

71 
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Option Ii 


Two Strike Days 


FIRST PAX “ Same as Option ± A 
SECOND DAY 

RESTRIKES AGAINST FIRST DAY TARGETS AS REQUIRED PLUS THE 
FOLLOWING: 
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Option II 3 - Two Strike Days 
FIRST DAY - Same as Option I A 

SECOND DAY ‘ _ 

RESTRIKES AGAINST FIRST DAY TARGETS AS REQUIRED PLUS THE 
FOLLOWING: 
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for the attack on the Bien Hoa Airfield. In addition, by JCSM-955-64, dated 14 
November 1964, the Joint Chiefs of Staff advised that they considered the 
reprisals recommended for the Bien Hoa incident equally applicable for any 
subsequent provocation of a similar nature in Southeast Asia. The Joint Chiefs 
of Staff on 26 December 1964, by JCSM-1 046-64, again recommended an air 
attack be conducted against the DRV as a reprisal for the Brink BOQ bombing 
incident. 

5. The lack of US response to major VC/DRV attacks against US personnel 
and forces in the RVN could be misconstrued, with the result that further anti-US 
incidents could take place, to include attacks against US dependents. The Joint 
Chiefs of Staff have noted Ambassador Taylor’s views and agree with him that 
reprisal actions should be taken to dampen further terrorist acts. 

6. The Joint Chiefs of Staff consider that the next such significant 
provocation should be met with a positive, timely, and appropriate response in 
order to demonstrate to the DRV that these provocations will bring prompt and 
destructive response from the United States. Reprisals should be undertaken, 
preferably within twenty-four hours, against selected targets in the DRV. GVN 
forces should be used to the extent feasible. 

7. As you are aware, US military forces can respond to provocations on short 
notice. To apprise you of military planning actions, a resume of possible reprisal 
actions of varying intensities for which US plans are available for execution in a 
minimum of time is contained in Appendix B. This resume sets forth strike forces 
available for reprisal actions in both Laos and North Vietnam, together with the 
target designations and sorties required for four preplanned actions. 

8. The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend that: 

a. A US reprisal with VNAF participation as feasible be taken for the 
next significant provocative act. 

b. This action be initiated promptly, preferably within twenty-four hours. 
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In order to reduce the time involved in the decision-making process, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff will, insofar as practicable, recommend reprisal actions based 
upon the actions contained in Appendix B. 


For the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Signed 

Earle G. Wheeler 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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